WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY

BUILDING AREA MEASUREMENT

CATEGORIES OF BUILDING MEASUREMENT

1. Gross Square Feet (GSF)
2. Net Usable Square Feet (NUSF)
3. Net Assignable Square Feet (NASF)

Net Usable Square Feet + Structural Square Feet

Assignable Square Feet + Nonassignable Square Feet

Sum of the 10 Major Space Use Categories of Assignable Space

4. Nonassignable Square Feet Sum of the Three Major Space Use Categories of Nonassignable Space

5. Structural Square Feet = Gross Square Feet — Net Usable Square Feet

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYZING BUILDING SQUARE FOOTAGE




I. DEFINITIONS OF BUILDING SQUARE FOOTAGES

1. GROSS SQUARE FEET (GSF)
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GSF = Net Usable Square Feet + Structural Square Feet




1. GROSS SQUARE FEET (GSF) continued.......
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2. NET USABLE SQUARE FEET (NUSF)
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NUSF = Net Assignable Square Feet + Nonassignable Square Feet
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3. NET ASSIGNABLE SQUARE FEET (NASF)
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NASF = Sum of Areas Designated by the 10 Assignable Major Space Use Categories
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3.

NET ASSIGNABLE SQUARE FEET (NASF)
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4. NONASSIGNABLE SQUARE FEET
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Nonassignable Square Feet = Sum of the Areas Designated as the
Three Nonassignable Space Use Categories
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4.1 Building Service Area
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4.2 Circulation Area
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B*2 Mechanical Area
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5. STRUCTURAL SQUARE FEET
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Structural Square Feet = Gross Square Feet — Net Usable Square Feet
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Figure 1: Gross Square Feet (GSF) of a building by floor
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Figure 2: Net Assignable Square Feet (NASF) of a building by floor
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Figure 3.1: Building Service Area of a building by floor
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Figure 3.2: Circulation Area of a building by floor




Figure 3.3: Mechanical Area of a building by floor
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6. ILLUSTRATIVE CROSS-SECTION OF A BUILDING
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Figure 4: Illustrative cross-section of a building




II. WSU STAIRWAYS & STAIRWELLS MEASUREMENT
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2. Enclosed vs Unenclosed

i
il

3. Accessible vs Inaccessible
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III. BUILDING AREA MEASUREMENT:
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

$* Question: How should I report an area that is covered, but not enclosed, on all four sides?
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* Question: There is a permanent eating area, equipped with tables and chairs, which is located in a
covered, unenclosed area of our Student Union Building. Is this space assignable even though
the facility only has one wall? Should I count this space as part of the gross area?
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2* Question: Should I inventory underground pedestrian tunnels and above-ground pedestrian bridges that
connect buildings?
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B* Question: On our campus, we have “buildings” that are really contiguous structures built at different
times to meet new needs. For example, a library wing was added to a classroom structure, and
later a structure housing laboratories was added. However, they all share walls and are
physically connected. Should these be inventoried as a single structure or several different

buildings?
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I* Question: We have several houses that were converted into administrative offices. The uppermost usable
floor has a vaulted ceiling. The floor to ceiling distance is 4’°0” around the perimeter of the
exterior rooms. Should the area be calculated from the edge of the kneewall? The ceiling
height in the attic is 5°0” and contains HVAC equipment. Should this space be considered a
Building Service area?
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